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21,000 people protested a construction of new U.S. military base in Okinawa（November 8, at the open-air theater of Ginowan Beach Park）

What do you think about
the relocation of the Futenma
to Henoko?
Other

Approve

13.4％

19.6％
Disapprove
67.0％

70% of Okinawans Say No
to Futenma Move to Henoko
Findings of an opinion poll on
U.S bases and national security

A

poll conducted by The Ryukyu Shimpo
and The Mainichi Shinbun on Oct.30 and
Nov.1 found that 69.7% of Okinawa residents believe the Hatoyama administration,
which is currently reconsidering its policy
towards the reallignment of US forces in Japan,
should renegotiate with U.S. about moving the
Futenma U.S. Marine Air Base out of the prefecture or the country.
The poll also shows that 67% of respondents
are against the relocation plan of the Futenma
base within Okinawa, the plan which currently
involves moving the base from the central part of
Okinawa to Camp Schwab in Henoko, Nago city,
in northern part.
The poll also found more than 50 % want to
reconsider the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty. 42%
believe that the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty
should be turned into a peace and friendship
treaty. Only 16.7% believe in maintaining the
present arrangement, and 15.5% think it should
be changed into a multilateral treaty,while 10.5%
would like to abandon the treaty altogether.（Full
article in Japanese on Nov.3 on front page ）

What should PM Hatoyama do
about the Futenma relocation issue?
Negotiate with the U.S. to
relocate the base outside
the prefecture or the country
Consider another location
within Okinawa
Proceed with the current
plan to relocate to
Camp Schwab in Henoko
Move the base oﬀshore from
Henoko as the Governor
of Okinawa demands
Other

69.7％
6.7％
4.6％
13.4％
5.6％

What should be the future of
U.S.-Japan
Security Treaty?

Maintain
the present
situation

Other

15.4％

Change it to
a multilateral
security treaty
Break it

10.5％

15.5％

16.7％

42.0％
Turned it into a treaty
of peace and
friendship

Want USMC Withdraw
from Okinawa
Academic council sends statement
to Obama
On Nov 9, Okinawa External Affairs Research
Council, a body which includes professors and
journalists in Okinawa sent President Obama a
statement that demands all U.S. Marine Corps in
Okinawa to withdraw completely and who comes
to Japan on Nov.13. Their statement is an appeal
to move the Futenma air base out of Okinawa or
the country, and it is unacceptable to destroy the
highly valuable Henoko ocean environment which
many endangered species live for building a new
base.
November 9, 2009
President Barack Hussein Obama,
e are residents of Okinawa and we
would like to express our views regarding the United States Marine Corps
Futenma Air Station and the current agreement
to build a new base in Nago City, Okinawa.
We urge you to withdraw all of USMC from Okinawa. The people of Okinawa have been and will
continue to be firmly opposed to the current US
plan to relocate the dangerous Futenma Air Station to another location within Okinawa. We
demand that the Futenma Air Station be shut
down and returned unconditionally. The USMC
has been stationed in Okinawa since the mid
1950s. The only real solution to the Futenma
problem is a total withdrawal of the USMC from
Okinawa.
Here we respectfully state the reasons for our
demand. First, the current agreement between
the US and Japanese governments regarding the
construction of a new USMC base in Nago City
was reached without consultation with the gov-

"No" to construction of a new military base in Henoko
21,000 people demand closure of Futenma air base
that the new DPJ led coalition has taken power,
we would like to strengthen our resolve in communicating our opposition to any new base construction.” Also, it urges Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama to convey Okinawan people’s voices
and negotiate with U.S. President Barack
Obama from a position of equality when he visits
Japan.
Slogans at the rally demanded (1) the immediate closure and return of Futenma base,
described as “the most dangerous in the world,”
(2) They also demanded an environmental clean
up of vacated facilities and economic stimulus
measures after its return, as well as (3) compensation to land owners and securing employment
for base employees and (4) the revision of the
Japan Status of Forces Agreement.

PM Hatoyama, President Obama
should "Listen to voices
of Okinawa"
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1,000 people attended a rally in Ginowancity on November 8 to demonstrate against
the building of a replacement for Marine
Corps Air base Futenma within Okinawa prefecture. Protestors demanded the immediate
closure of the base and agreed upon a resolution
against construction of any new facility in
Henoko or the relocation of the Futenma base
within Okinawa Prefecture. Alongside the
demand for the shelving of current proposals for
the construction of a new facility in Henoko, pro
protestors also called for the immediate closure of
the Futenma base. The resolution states “now

Resolution against Construction of a New U.S. Base in Henoko
and Relocation within Okinawa prefecture

I

n order to oppose the construction of a new
U.S. base in Henoko and the relocation
within Okinawa Prefecture, here today we
have a prefectural residents' meeting where the
residents, regardless of age and generation, get
together.
Okinawa Prefecture was made a battlefield for
ground war in the previous World War. After the
War, its abundant land was taken away by the
bayonets and bulldozers of the U.S. Army and
put under the occupation of the Army. 37 years
have passed since Okinawa's return to Japan.
Still now, about 75% of the special facilities for
the U.S. Army stationed in Japan are concentrated in a small island which is only 0.6% of the
total national area. The U.S base occupies 10.2%
of the prefectural land and 18.4% of the main
island. The life of the prefectural residents have
been threatened by crimes of the U.S. Army and
the crash accident, and its economic development has been significantly affected. The prefectural residents desire to dispose, reduce and
remove the U.S. base. In 1995, 10・21
Prefectural Residents' Meeting was held to send
the intention of the prefectural residents in and
out of Japan. Also at the residents’ poll of Nago

ernment or the people of Okinawa in 2005 and
2006. As many recent election results and public
opinion polls show, Okinawa's people have been
calling for relocating Futenma out of Okinawa.
Second, the sea area of the new base, located off
shore of USMC Camp Schwab in Nago City, is a
habitat for various endangered species, including
dugong, the Asian manatee. It is unacceptable to
destroy the highly valuable ocean environment
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Mr. Seigen Miyazato（the second left on photo）
,
Chairman of Okinawa External Affair Research
Council makes a statement to President Obama.

with the construction of a military base.
Third, the US and Japanese governments
agreed to close the USMC Futenma and return its
land to Okinawa in 1996, with the condition that a
replacement facility be constructed in Okinawa.
However, the new facility has not yet been built.
The fourteen years since have proven that it is
simply not possible to squeeze a new military base
in Okinawa, which has long suffered an overburden of US military presence.
Finally, when the closure of Futenma Air Station
was first discussed, it was assumed that the

City held in December 1997 clearly showed its
citizens' intention against the construction of a
new base. In July last year, Okinawa Prefectural
Assembly made a resolution against the construction of a new base in Henoko. Various opinion polls find an overwhelming majority of the
prefectural residents oppose a new base. Now
that a new administration centering of
Democratic Party of Japan has taken the place
of the former administration which had pressed
forward the relocation of Futemma Airport to
Henoko and the construction of a new base in
the reorganization of the U.S. Forces in Japan,
again we would like to clearly convey the prefectural residents' intention of the opposition of a
new base construction.
The Henoko sea area is a sea of treasure for the
Okinawa residents, which the Prefecture designates as evaluation ranking 1 in the guideline on
the conservation of natural environment. This
sea area is rich in its biodiversity which is
unique in the world, where rare creatures,
including a dugong which is listed as the government of Japan as a Natural Monument are nurtured, and a blue lagoon colony has been newly
founded. We have raised essentially “revision”of

ground combat element and logistic combat element would remain in Okinawa. However, since
there is virtually no possibility of building a new
air station in Okinawa, the USMC should relocate
both the ground combat element and aviation
combat element out of Okinawa. Indeed, it would
be more logical and beneficial for the USMC if all
the elements of the Marine Air-Ground Task
Force were relocated together. Our proposal of a
total withdrawal of USMC from Okinawa would
actually fit the necessity of the MAGTF's integration of elements most effectively. By withdrawing
from Okinawa, the USMC could avoid the unreasonable arrangement of keeping some troops in
Okinawa and stationing others in Guam or
Hawaii. It would be more desirable for the USMC,
while at the same time preserving the highly valuable ocean environment and satisfying the
demands of the people of Okinawa.
In conclusion, we wish to urge the United
States and Japanese governments to begin the
process of planning for a total withdrawal of the
USMC from Okinawa. Now is the time to act for
"CHANGE" to create a better relationship
between Japan and the United States. Both countries would benefit from a break with the status
quo and a fresh perspective on the Futenma issue.
Sincerely yours,
Seigen Miyazato
Chairman
Okinawa External Affairs Research Council
（Original Japanese verion on Nov.10 on page 3）

On November 10 and 11, five representatives of
the rally and members of the Okinawan prefectural assembly will make an appeal to the cabinet secretariat, defense and foreign ministries as
well as the U.S. embassy in Tokyo.
On the behalf of the organizer, Ginowan Mayor
Yoichi Iha said, “the majority of Okinawan
people opposed the relocation of the Futenma
base within Okinawa. We don’ t need any more
military bases. From now on, we can start a new
Japan-U.S. relationship for our future.” Naha
Mayor Takeshi Onaga, who took part on a nonparty political basis said, “even though our policies differ, we agree on the need for the reduction
and realignment of U.S. military bases. The new
administration shouldn’ t cause further conflict
in Okinawa.”

Chiemi Yara who lives in Ginowan demanded
the immediate closure of the Futenma. Members
of the Toguchi family from Nago pointed out
that the residents’ poll of Nago city in 1997
clearly showed citizens’ opposition to the construction of a new military base, and said “we
want to leave beautiful nature in Oura bay for
children.”
Yoshikazu Tamaki, one of the representatives,
criticized the statements of Kanagawa Gov.
Shigefumi Matsuzawa, who said on a trip to the
U.S. with Okinawa Gov. Nakaima that Futenma
should be moved to Henoko as agreed. He said “I
cannot tolerate this insulting Okinawan
people’ s feeling.” The protestors agreed to object
to Kanagawa Gov. Matsuzawa.（Japanese version published on November 9 on page 1）

the environmental assessment report which had fecture! The above is our resolution.
been forced in the meantime by Okinawa Envi- Slogans for the Meeting
ronmental Impact Assessment Evaluation
Review Council. The construction of a new base 1. To demand the immediate closure and return
in Henoko is never permissible, also for the pur- of “Futemma Base, which is the most dangerous
pose of protecting such precious natural environ- in the world” whose fact has been admitted by
ment. However, U.S. Defense Secretary Gates both governments of Japan and the U.S.
who came to Japan in this October met with
Prime Minister Hatoyama and Defense Minister 2. To demand the purification of the environKitazawa in succession and urged them to con- ment and the economic measures under the
struct a new base in Henoko in a seemingly responsibility of the Japanese government, in
threatening way. The new administration must order to promote the use of the site after the
openly insist on the voice of the Okinawa resi- return.
dents, not giving in to the pressure from the U.S.
but negotiating equally in Japan-U.S. talks 3. To demand compensating to land owners and
toward the meeting with President Obama on securing employment for base employees, accomNovember 13 for Japan-U.S. Summit Talks.
panied by the return under the responsibility of
We, Okinawa residents, also warmly sup- the Japanese government.
ported by people all over Japan, have not let any
stake driven in for the construction of a new base 4. To demand the revision of Japan Status of
in Henoko for the past 13 years. Futemma Base, Forces Agreement
which is the most dangerous in the world, must
be closed and returned to Okinawa as soon as
November 8, 2009.
possible. In order to make Okinawa peaceful and Prefectural Residents' Meeting to Oppose Consafe where its 1.38 million residents can live struction of New U.S. Base in Henoko and Relosecurely, we insist vocally: No more bases are cation within Okinawa Prefecture.
necessary in the small islands of Okinawa. We （Original Japanese verion on Nov.9 on page 32
和文は 11 月 9 日付 32 面に掲載）
oppose the construction of a new U.S. base in
Henoko and the relocation within Okinawa Pre-

Voice of the citizens
The roar of fighters hurts Okinawa

Miki Miyagi (18), a high school student in Naha
city
A number of combat-airplanes fly over my high
school during classes. The roar of the engines
always interrupts our study. The flight training is
carried out not only in the day time but also at
night as well as in the early morning as if the sky
over Okinawa belongs to the U.S. military.
Crimes and accidents are increasing. President
Obama, you would be against the U.S. military
bases if you look at them from the standpoint of
the people in Okinawa. This is Okinawa, not the
U.S. The U.S. should construct military bases in
its own country. Give this peaceful island back to
us. Please don’ t hurt Okinawa and its people
anymore.（和文は 11 月 10 日付 30 面に掲載）

The plan of the integration has no
ground

Seiich Yamada(59), a member of Kadena town
assembly
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Okada,
mentioned integrating Futenma Air Base into
Kadena to reduce the noise from air flights over
Kadena. However, this plan must be complicated.
Moreover, it there is no sufficient ground for
believing there will be any noise reduction. The
solution for the real lightening of the burden on
Kadena is simple: reducing the war potential and

the flight training at Kadena as well as transferring Futenma out of Okinawa. I would like to
appeal to President Obama to do that.
（和文は 11 月 10 日付 30 面に掲載）

Imagine that this issue occurs in the
U.S.

Tadashi Ezaki (72) from Fukuoka
If the state where most of military bases are
concentrated was in the U.S. and if the reduction
of the bases was the will of the people there just
like the situation in Okinawa, I would like to
know how you would react as President of the
U.S. I can not stop hoping that you will feel the
earnest desire of people in Okinawa. I feel that as
a Japanese citizen.（和文は 11 月 11 日付 30 面に掲載）

Want Obama to talk with Okinawans

Tetsuo Miyazato, 42, unemployed, Urasoe city
I couldn’ t attend the meeting against building
the new US base within Okinawa on 8th, but I
have the same feeling as the participants there. I
don’ t want to waste our strong will. I think that
the best solution of the Futenma Air base problem
is to remove the base completely and immediately. I want President Obama to make out a
schedule to come to Okinawa when he comes to
Japan on 13. I suggest that he should go to Futenma, Kadena Air Base, and the coast of Henoko
in Nago. Then he should have a chance to meet
Okinawan residents to discuss and think about
the solution to this Problem.
（和文は 11 月 11 日付 30 面に掲載）

